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March 24: In a communique, Organization of American States (OAS) secretary general Joao Baena
Soares called on the Haitian National Assembly to "quickly ratify" the Feb. 23 agreement. (See
NotiSur 02/26/92, 03/11/92 and 03/25/92 for coverage of accord and delays in ratification.) In a
letter to armed forces commander-in-chief Lt.Gen. Raoul Cedras, Jean Claude Bajeax, director of
the Ecumenical Human Rights Center in Port-au-Prince, said he and other Center personnel had
been threatened by police officers. According to Haitian news reports, the government purchased
"contaminated gasoline" from Portugal and Senegal. The fuel was delivered by tanker on March
14-15. Health Minister Greger Saint Louis responded by accusing the local press of "spreading
panic." March 25: In an interview with Spanish news service EFE, Aristide said he is not worried
about assassination attempts after he returns to Haiti. He added that he is is much more concerned
over the fate of 7 million Haitians. Aristide has been in exile in Venezuela since the Sept. 30 coup.
Next, Aristide reiterated that Cedras will be removed from his post as military commander-in-chief.
In a press statement, the interim government denounced "all types of pressure" by unidentified
"foreign diplomats." The statement said the diplomats were attempting to "change the future of
the nation in a manner contrary to the wishes of Haitians." The statement was released less than
24 hours after US Ambassador Alvin Adams met with Belizaire, president of the Senate and the
National Assembly. March 26: Canadian Ambassador to Haiti Bernard Dussaut met with Chamber
of Deputies president Alexandre Medard to discuss prospects for resolving Haiti's political crisis.
In a message broadcast on nationwide radio and TV, prime minister designate Rene Theodore
called members of the National Assembly to "assume their responsibilities" and on the interim
government to "be reasonable." He said that after his installation as prime minister, the government
would be one of "genuine consensus," and thus, not controlled by Aristide nor the communists.
March 27: The interim government has not yet responded to requests from the International Red
Cross and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to repatriate about 1,400 refugees
from Cuba. March 28: In New York, US District Court Judge Sterling Johnson ordered a temporary
halt to the US government's deportation of Haitian refugees from the refugee camp in Guantanamo,
Cuba. A hearing on whether to make the order permanent was scheduled for March 31. Johnson
said the decision was based on his judgment that Washington's deportation policy was arbitrary
and possibly cruel. Over 12,000 refugees have been deported from the Guantanamo camp. March
29: In Cap Haitien, 260 km. north of the capital, about 30 Aristide supporters protested outside
a church. Police attacked the demonstrators with clubs. Approximately 12 people were arrested.
March 30: Interim prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat said legislators would be arrested if they
attempted to convene in order to ratify the Feb. 23 agreement. He cited a March 27 decision by the
Supreme Court which declared the accord unconstitutional. In addition, the Court ruling described
the agreement as "inoperative," since only interim president Joseph Nerette had the authority
to call a joint session of the National Assembly. In response to Honorat's remarks, the United
Communist Party (PUCH), the Haitian Nationalist Progressive Revolutionary Party (PANPRA), the
Party of the Congress of Democratic Movements (KONAKOM) and the National Front for Change
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and Democracy (NCD) issued statements supporting ratification of the accord. The PANPRA
statement said the interim government's mandate had ended, and called on Nerette to step down.
In Miami, Coast Guard spokesperson Petty Officer Roger Weatherell said the Coast Guard had
deported 60 Haitian refugees soon after picking them up at sea. Since these refugees were not held
at Guantanamo, Judge Johnson's injunction was not applicable. According to a report on Cuban
television, 226 Haitian refugees returned home from the camp at Punta Maisi. The Cuban Foreign
Ministry authorized departure of the Haitians aboard seaworthy boats, despite the continued refusal
of the Haitian government to grant permission for the refugees' return. The Cuban government
provided assistance to the refugees to repair their small, flimsy crafts, and all 1,400 refugees were
expected to depart within the next week. Spanish news service EFE cited an unidentified member of
the Haitian cabinet as saying that Nerette was expected to step down as interim president within the
next few days. According to a report appearing in Port-au-Prince daily newspaper Le Nouvelliste,
Aristide may be forced to leave Venezuela due to revocation of exile status by President Carlos
Andres Perez's government. The newspaper cited unidentified diplomatic sources. April 1: The
OAS recommended implementation of additional measures to increase the efficacy of the trade
embargo imposed on Haiti. Next, European Community member- nations and other governments
were requested to participate in the embargo. The statement indicated that the OAS was also
prepared to "take measures" against individuals directly responsible for obstructing a peaceful and
constitutional solution to the ongoing political crisis, such as freezing assets and cancelling visas.
The US Coast Guard reported intercepting nearly 500 Haitians during the past 18 hours. Philippe
Lavanchy, regional representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), said he
had persuaded the Cuban government to stop any more Haitian refugees from returning home
aboard their own vessels. Lavanchy said Cuban and Haitian officials will resume negotiations on
voluntary repatriation. April 3: Aristide arrived in Paris to meet with French President Francois
Mitterrand. Aristide said he plans to request that the European Community terminate shipments
of petroleum products to Haiti. French Foreign Minister Rolan Dumas expressed his government's
"total support" for a negotiated solution to the Haitian crisis and Aristide's return to power. George
McNenny, head of the US Customs Service office in San Juan, Puerto Rico, said that on March
31 US authorities seized a Belize-registered tanker that delivered 250,000 gallons of petroleum
products to Haiti in violation of the OAS-sponsored embargo. US Coast Guard spokespersons
said 1,323 Haitians were rescued by the Coast Guard over the past nine days. In Port-au-Prince,
students at Haiti's State University pounded their desks and shouted slogans expressing support
for Aristide, and criticizing the interim government. Radio Metropole reported that police broke up
the demonstration. April 4: Haitian and Cuban Red Cross representatives reached an agreement
to resume voluntary repatriation of refugees from Cuba the following week. The Haitians are to
be returned home via airplane over a two-week period. In Paris, Aristide told reporters that he
was completely confident he will return to Haiti. April 6: A Port-au-Prince radio station reported
that police dispersed a group of pro-Aristide demonstrators in the Cite Soleil neighborhood. Two
protesters were arrested. Fifty Haitian legislators requested that National Assembly president
Belizaire immediately call the assembly into session in order to vote on ratification of the Feb. 23
accord. [Sources: Notimex, 03/24/92, 03/30/92; Inter Press Service, 03/24/92, 03/27/92, 03/31/92,
04/01/92; Reuter, 03/31/92, 04/01/92; Associated Press, 03/26/92, 03/30/92, 04/01/92, 04/03/92; Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 04/01/92, 04/03/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 04/03/92; Spanish news service EFE,
03/25/92, 03/27/92, 03/28/92, 03/30- 04/01/92, 04/03/92, 04/04/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/24- 26/92,
03/31/92, 04/01/92, 04/03/92, 04/04/92, 04/06/92]

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 061796
ISSN: 1060-4189

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

